
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
August  15,  2011  
  
Federal  Communications  Commission  
445  12th  Street,  SW  
Washington,  D.C.    20554  
  
RE:  Docket#  11-‐65  
  
Dear  Chairman  Genachowski,  
  
The  Michigan  Milk  Producers  Association  (MMPA)  is  a  member  owned  and  operated  dairy  
cooperative  serving  over  2,100  dairy  farmers  in  Michigan,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Wisconsin mostly  
rural  areas  where  reliable  wireless  coverage  is  too  often  inaccessible.    We  welcome  the  requested  
merger  between  AT&T  and  T-‐mobile  because  of  the  importance  of  mobile  broadband  technology  in  
supporting  modern  agriculture.  
  

-‐billion-‐a-‐year  
industry  that  employs  more  than  26,500  people  across  the  state.    Part  of  that  growth  is  because  we  
are  using  more  new  technology  today  than  ever.  High-‐speed  wireless  technology  in  particular  is  fast  
becoming  the  most  important  driver  of  agricultural  innovations  that  will  make  our  operations  more  
productive  and  more  efficient.        
  
The  proliferation  of  mobile  devices  means  our  members  are  increasingly  coordinating  activities,  
data,  and  other  information  from  the  field,  on  the  road,  or  at  the  market.    That  strengthens  the  

closer  to  universal  wireless  broadband.  
  
This  deal  is  expected  to  result  in  more  than  97  percent  coverage including  an  additional  coverage  
area  of  one  million  square  miles.    Considering  how  competitive  the  telcom  market  is,  and  the  
choices  consumers  have  and  will  still  
opportunity  like  this.      
  

sector  can  become  even  more  competitive  in  a  global  economy  when  farms  and  producers  in  rural  
areas  get  access  to  high-‐speed  Internet.    Please  base  your  decisions  on  this  merger  and  other  
matters  related  to  wireless  technology  on  the  impact  it  will  have  on  rural  areas  where  millions  of  
Americans  live  and  work.  
  
                        Respectfully,  
  
  
  
                        Ken  Nobis,  President  
     

Michigan Milk Producers Association 
41310  Bridge  Street       P.O.  Box  8002     Novi,  MI  48376-8002  

Phone:  (248)  474-6672   Fax:  (248)  474-0924  
 



 

 

  
CC:  
Commissioner  Mignon  Clyburn  
Commissioner  Michael  Copps  
Commissioner  Robert  McDowell  
Sen.  Carl  Levin  
Sen.  Debbie  Stabenow  


